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The best at leading the flock
Honoring those who brought NEO’s businesses to new heights

CRAIN’S C-SUITE AWARDS

Chief Executive Officer

If it weren’t for Sandra L. Madison, 
the architecture firm that bears her 
family’s name may no longer be in 
existence.

According to the nomination, un-
der her leadership in 2013 and now 
majority ownership today, the firm’s 
downward spiral has stopped and 
Robert P. Madison International is 
growing once again. In 2013, work 
slowed to a halt and downsized to 
the point of almost going out of busi-
ness, the nomination said.

However, Sandra Madison, through 
some entrepreneurial business devel-
opment, led the charge that restored 
the firm — the first African-Ameri-
can-owned architecture firm in the 
state of Ohio — to its former glory.

For one, she landed the firm a role 
in the Hilton Hotel design build team 
in late 2013, which generated a 
$550,000 fee for the firm. That was 
followed by landing two additional 
large projects — the Cleveland 

Heights-University Heights and 
Lakewood high school projects, 
which generated a combined $1 mil-
lion for the firm. In 2015, the firm 
won the design of Cleveland schools, 
with a total fee of $1.78 million, ac-
cording to the nomination.

One of those schools was Almira El-
ementary School on West 98th Street 
in Cleveland. In a 2013 letter endors-
ing the firm’s services, Cleveland City 
Councilman Jay Westbrook described 
the firm as “the guiding hand that led 
this every step of the way.”

“While working with such diverse 
partners as the school district, com-
munity and civic leaders, the Madi-
son team achieved an extremely high 
degree of excellence in the building 
and worked within very constrained 
budgets,” Westbrook wrote. “Almira 
School is now open for its next 90 
years of commitment to quality edu-
cation to the families of Cleveland 
thanks in large part to the diligent 

and resourceful work of lead Sandra 
Madison and the entire team.”

During that time, the firm also grew 
by five employees. And in 2017, Rob-
ert P. Madison International part-
nered with AVG to win the Elyria 
school systems project, which is ex-
pected to boast a construction cost of 
more than $100 million.

Sandra Madison, meanwhile, is 
married to R. Kevin Madison, anoth-
er executive at the firm who is the 
nephew of its founder, Robert P. 
Madison. — Timothy Magaw

Robert P. Madison International
Sandra L. Madison

Plaque
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Trim 
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	Gold
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